Richelieu, Excerpt from Political Will and Testament
The civil wars in France were ended under the rule of Henry IV at the end of the sixteenth century. This strong king
prevailed over rival factions and strengthened the French monarchy. But religious conflict and the competition with the nobility
for authority were not over in France. Rather, the monarchy was built up toward a position of absolutism under a series of
powerful figures, including Cardinal Richelieu (1585-1642), who served as principal adviser to the king between 1624 and
1642 and virtual ruler for most of that period.
Power being one of the most necessary ingredients towards the grandeur of kings, and the prosperity of
their governments; those who have the chief management of affairs are particularly obliged not to omit
anything which may contribute to authorize their master so far as to make all the world reject him.
As goodness is the object of love, power is the cause of dread: and it is most certain, that among all
the princes who are capable to stir a state, fear grounded upon esteem and reverence has so much force,
that it engages everyone to perform his duty.
If this principle is of great efficacy in respect to the internal part of states, it is to the full as
prevailing abroad: subjects and strangers looking with the same eyes upon a formidable power, both the
one and the other abstain from offending a prince, whom they are sensible is in a condition to hurt them,
if he were so inclined.
I have observed by the by, that the ground of the power I am speaking of must be esteem and
respect; … that when it is grounded upon any other principle, it is very dangerous; in the case instead of
creating a reasonable fear, it inclines men to hate princes, who are never in a worse condition than when it
turns to public aversion.
The power which induces men to respect and fear princes with love … is a tree which has five
divers branches, which all draw their nutriment and substance from one and the same root.
The Prince must be powerful by his reputation.
By a reasonable army always kept on foot.
And by a notable sum of money in his coffers, to supply unexpected exigencies, which often come
to pass when they are least expected.
Finally, by the possession of his subjects’ hearts ….
Questions
1. How does Richelieu justify monarchical power?
2. How might Machiavelli have responded to this text?
3. Write a sentence or two commenting on Richelieu’s point of view (POV). Think about the
SOAPSTone elements to help you craft your statement.

